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Introduction
Show children the “treasure box” and ask, “Do any of you have a box or 
special place you keep your treasures in?  They might not be real treasure, 
like pieces of gold, but are things that are special to you.”  Turn to a 
neighbor and share something special you have at home.”  Allow children 
to respond and share favorite memories.

Message
1.	 Say, “Today, we are going to start learning about Joseph.  His life had 

many ups and downs, but in every situation Joseph found himself in, 
he fully relied on, or depended on, God.  If Joseph would have kept a 
treasure box, this is what we might see and how he might describe the 
events in his life.  As you listen to Joseph’s story, think of how you can 
fully rely on God.”

2.	 Take out the brightly colored cloth and say, “This is a piece of fabric 
from the coat my father gave me.  They loved me very much and 
favored me above all my brothers.  Because I was one of the youngest in 
my family, my brothers grew jealous of my parents’ attention.”

3.	 Take out the star and say, “This star reminds me of the ability God gave 
me to interpret dreams.  In one dream I saw the sun and moon and 
eleven stars bowing down to me.  The sun, moon and stars represented 
my family.  My brothers hated me even more when I told them they 
would bow down before me.”

4.	 Take out the stone and say, “This stone reminds me of the well my brothers 
threw me into.  They had plotted to kill me, but one of my brothers stepped 
in and had me thrown into a well instead.  It just so happened that some 
merchants from another land were coming by, and my brothers decided to 
sell me into slavery instead.  I was eventually sold to a man named Potiphar, 
the captain of Pharaoh’s guard.”

Joseph

T H I N K  A B O U T  I T :

How can you fully rely on God? 

S C R I P T U R E

Genesis 37, 39-41

Psalm 59:16-17 

M A T E R I A L S

	 Bible for each small 

group leader
	 Joseph’s treasure box 

(box containing a piece 

of brightly colored cloth, 

star, stone, coin, chains 

or rope, wheat)
	 F.R.O.G. craft materials

	 Frog Pieces Templates *
	 Sheet of green foam
	 Sheet of white foam
	 Wiggle eyes
	 Pink paper
	 Magnet strip 

	 Glue

	 * Available in the Member Toolbox
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5.	 Take out the coin and say, “This coin reminds me of the job I did 
at Potiphar’s house.  He trusted me and placed me in charge of his 
household.  In return, his household grew and prospered.  Everything 
was going well until his wife lied about me.  Even though Potiphar 
trusted me, he had to take his wife’s side and had me thrown into prison.”

6. 	 Take out the chains and say, “These chains remind me of the time I 
spent in prison.  Even then, when things looked bad, I knew that God 
was with me.  The prison guard put me in charge of running the prison 
and I gained his trust and respect.  Even the other prisoners came to 
me with their dreams for me to interpret, which I did with God’s help.”  

7. 	 Take out the wheat and say, “These remind me of Pharaoh’s dream.  
When he had a dream no one could interpret, someone remembered 
how I interpreted his dream while in prison.  Pharaoh sent for me.  In 
his dream, seven heads of healthy wheat, like this one, were swallowed 
up by seven thin and frail heads of wheat.  God was telling us that seven 
years of plentiful crops would be followed by seven years of famine.  I 
told Pharaoh to find someone he could trust to collect and store the extra 
food from the good years so the people would survive during the famine, 
when nothing would grow.  To my surprise, Pharaoh chose me!”  

8.	 Say, “A lot happened in those 14 years.  I knew good times and bad 
times, but at no time was God ever far from me.  Through all my 
experiences I learned to fully rely on God, no matter what situation I 
was in.  He has blessed me for it.”

9.	 Ask, “How can you fully rely on God?”

Dig Deeper in Small Groups
1.	 Hand out a frog craft to each child.  Display the finished product and 

give direction on how to use the glue.  

2.	 Have the children glue the cheeks, eyes, belly, and feet on the 
appropriate places to make the frog.  Glue the magnet to the back.

3.	 Have the children take note of the saying on the frog’s belly and read as a group.

4.	 As the children work, ask, “Did Joseph fully rely and depend on God?” (yes)

5.	 Ask, “When might it have been easy for Joseph to rely on God?  When  
might it have been hard?” (easier when things were going well; harder 
when he was in a difficult situation)

6.	 Ask the children to listen for words that tell us we can rely on God in 
the verse you will share. 

7.	 Read Psalm 59:16-17.  

8.	 Ask, “What did you hear that said you can fully rely on God?” (God is 
our strength, our fortress, our refuge)

9.	 Pray.  Thank God for being our strength in difficult times.

C R A F T

P R E P A R A T I O N

	 Copy and enlarge 

template to desired size.
	 Use the template to cut 

out body and feet from 

the green foam.
	 Draw a face on the body 

as shown.
	 Use the template to cut 

out the belly from the 

white foam.
	 Write on the belly, “Fully 

Rely On God.”
	 Use the template or a 

large hole punch to cut 

out the cheeks (circles) 

from the pink paper.

P R E P A R A T I O N

	 Write the Think About It 

question on the board
	 Bookmark the Bible verse

I D E A !

Make gluing simple by 

placing a small amount of 

glue on a scrap piece of 

paper, then let the children 

dip fingers or a cotton swab 

into the glue to spread on 

their frog pieces.

E X T R A  T I M E

Have the children finish this 

sentence: “I will fully rely on 

God when ________.”


